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Access to Opportunity In
the Twin Cities
Metropolitan Area

YF' institute on race & poverty
Research, Education and Advocacy



Opportunity Index
Objective

Quantify differences In access to
opportunity across cities and
townships the 11-county
metropolitan area, especially for
lower income workers.

The iIndex measures local
characteristics in four broad
dimensions.

 Fiscal health

» Access to transportation and jobs
o Quality of life

« Education



Fiscal Health

Capacity:
o 2004 tax capacity per household

* 9 change In tax capacity per household from
1995-2004

Costs:

* 9% of population school age (2000)

* 9% of population over 65 (2000)

* Average age of housing stock (2000)



Transportation and Jobs

Proximity:
 City/township jobs per 100,000 residents
(2000)

 City/township low-skill jobs per 100,000
residents (2000)

 Jobs within 10 miles of the city/township
(2000)

Growth:

* 9% change In jobs within 10 miles of the
city/township (1990-2000)

Access:
e Average commute times (2000)

» 9 of population within % mile of transit
(2000)



Quality of Life

Safety:

* Violent crime rate per 100,000 residents
(2005)

* Non-violent crime rate per 100,000 residents
(2005)

Housing market health:
e Housing value appreciation (1990-2000)

Political:
 Voter participation rate (2000)

Environment/Health:
o Asthma hospitalization rate (1998-2005)
o Polluted land per 100,000 residents (2005)



Education

Quality/Outcomes:

« MN Comprehensive Assessment (MCA)
reading scores (2006)

« MCA math scores (2006)
« High school graduation rate (2006)
« Attendance rate (2006)

Costs/Poverty:
« Limited English proficiency rate (2006)
* Mobility rate (2006)

* 9% of elementary students eligible for free or
reduced cost lunch (2006)



Calculating the Index

Each variable was standardized as a Z-score
(which controls for scale).

An average Z-score was calculated for each of
the four broad dimensions.

The four averages were themselves averaged to
get the overall Opportunity Index.

Cities/townships were divided into quintiles to
get five opportunity classifications.



Opportunity Maps



institute on race and poverty Opportunity Index: Local Fiscal Health

Research, Education and Advocacy (Tax capacity and change; % pop. school age;
% pop. older than 65; age of housing stock)
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institute on race and poverty Opportunity Index: Access to Jobs & Transportation

Research, Education and Advocacy (Jobs and low-skill jobs per capita; jobs within 10
miles and change; commute time; transit avail.)
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institute on race and poverty Opportunity Index: Quality of Life

Research, Education and Advocacy (Violent and non-violent crime rates; housing
appreciation, voter part., asthma rate, polluted land)

- W I
— R [pp—
1 1 .
" .
H 1
i ' -
L] n
L] I !
Legend 1 : N :
H I
1 o ] 10 0 =
. Lowest Opportunity e d f ' + .
5 H Miles .
1 B 1
o —— . Low Opportunity H I KANABEC - PINE
. 1 H 1
Moderate Opportunity ] i Bratam -
I -
|| High Opportunity : e L mush
| Maple | o anchfiald] i BURNETT
. Highest Opportunity : Frdge s o
i Rushsebal ___eemeem
& | Cambridge 35
I Twp.
] Wyanatt | Springvale Fish Lake POLK
L] 169
1 . mnhrkign Haris .
ISANTI . ."E
Nortl
.. . i | T | st s+ | 2ot O oty
Twp. %
pl) | .
STEARNS u':: B_:‘::‘lr . ’
La Orrock ) d Taylors
Clearwater - . i SR 3 - Falls
ear-
water 24
Twp | Burns
Silver
'! South Haven
'______ Monticell
Southside 1
Hapls Lake Monticello Otsago ANOKA X @5)
Twp. Tw, 1 Andover P d
_Fh 5 Ancka { .
Albion Lake - = Roge . "WaFirig on
Dayton St. Crgix
MEEKER RIGHT . p a = m
Rockford Twp. 05580 e -
. Marysvilla Rockford VW . 1 ‘E‘)—
orcora Bu o Y
1 ety Mapl g ST.CROIX
— Grove . Dak
Mo Z ’ - Park
Madina afee 2
o Woodland y LongLa 64, Bayport
- Tt Lake ; -
39 IBEnm
— kel and
tRrtow Shoras
- . = : el - aka st croix
[= BV - Eirciwwood Villsge 7 = Minnetgnka | Pk Woodbu Baach
: u B Halghts e Mayer Ex T . SL Marys Poinl
ot Germary Ypponle chan- & - - = Mvnary R
FH - Falcon Heights CARVER ;JJ Lt .ﬁm-“ Edan
G - Greenwood Lo Prairi
6L - Gem Lake Camden | waconia | Laketown |0
GEI - Gray Cloud Island | Twp
LC - LitteCanada nofwaod Chaska s = PIERCE
Ld - Laudurdale Young Cologne
L - L
Ly - Ulydale Cal - 10
bl Mah - Mahtomadi “Woung America  poyon | Dahigren Eiur sﬂc}“_’ ninge
MB = Minnutonka Beach -
Mndt - Mendota -“‘Haml-m-rg“" . ;! ‘wermilli N -
I o edvdaia Hancock T creand (e contis § D™ 7
- ! I B
:gp - :::'u.uégr'.?:mn Spring River | | DAKOTA ire ) 52 1' Marshan | Ra-
PS - Pinc Springs Belle Plaine| Lake ! : vermillion ven
o ;:h - ::r:i;mua:lu e nce | ﬁmhmﬂnﬁ
_ nthony _— -
St - Sal ifacl j “"q
S° I S ake Scon e LD Miasvilla
S = Sprin ko k :] P Hel cedar Lak: P al
s - ::rin: o Bia o = take Castle | Mg n = 1
SSP - South Saint Paul Mew Rock i
Shvw - Shoraviaw - -
Shw = Shork:wnod 169 ] Elko =
e S B P
YH - v‘:‘lnisllvieighh e Frnguie ! aty GOODHUE
wd - woodand LE SUEUR H RICE 25 ford Randelph
WEL - White Bear Lake I
kmw WSP - Wast Salnt Paul N —— H - —
L3 L]
1

]
Data Source: US. Census Transportation Planning Package; Metro GIS; MM Dept of Education; MN Dept of Heakth; MM Pollution Contol Agency;
MM Secretary of State; MM State Demographic Center; MN Dept of Public Safety; U.S. Census Bureau.



Research, Education and Advocacy

1 1
Data Source: US. Census Transportation Planning Package; Metro GIS; MM Dept of Education; MN Dept of Heakth; MM Pollution Contol Agency;

institute on race and poverty

Opportunity Index: School Quality
(Reading and math scores; grad., LEP, mobility,

attendance and free/reduced cost lunch rates)

MM Secretary of State; MM State Demographic Center; MN Dept of Public Safety; U.S. Census Bureau.
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institute on race and poverty

Research, Education and Advocacy

Opportunity Index: Summary Measure
(Schools, Quality of Life, Jobs/Trans., Fiscal)
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The “lowest opportunity” places
are concentrated In the core and
to the north in Anoka and Isanti
Counties.

The “highest opportunity” places
are concentrated In the suburbs
along the 1-494, 1-394, North |-
94, and South 1-35 corridors.



Characteristics of
Opportunity Groups

83% of the region’s black population lives in
lowest and low opportunity places. Less than
half of the white population lives in these
places.

The equivalent shares for Hispanics, Asians
and Native Americans are 74%, 70% and
74%.

Distribution of Population by Race

White Black Hispanic Asian  Nat. Amer. Total
Lowest Opportunity 32 79 66 63 61 38
Low Opportunity 17 4 8 7 13 15
Moderate Opportunity 15 5 8 7 9 14
High Opportunity 19 7 10 13 10 18
Highest Opportunity 17 5 7 10 6 16



institute on race and poverty MINNEAPOLIS - SAINT PAUL REGION
Research, Education and Advocacy Schools With Minority Shares > 35% in 2005
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Characteristics of
Opportunity Groups

Three out of four housing units affordable at
very low incomes are in lowest and low
opportunity places, compared to just one out
of two of all housing units.

Distribution of Affordable Housing
by Opportunity Scores and % RMI

% of Affordable Housing All Housing

30% 50% 80% Units
Lowest Opportunity 60 64 50 39
Low Opportunity 14 12 15 14
Moderate Opportunity 9 9 12 14
High Opportunity 10 10 14 17

Highest Opportunity 7 6 9 15



Characteristics of
Opportunity Groups

The % of housing units affordable at very low
and low incomes is roughly four times higher
In the lowest opportunity places than in the
highest opportunity places.

% of Housing Affordable
by Opportunity Scores and % of RMI

% of Housing Affordable

30% 20% 80%
Lowest Opportunity 11 42 80
Low Opportunity 7 22 66
Moderate Opportunity 5 16 56
High Opportunity 4 15 50
Highest Opportunity 3 10 39



Contact Us:
http://www.lrpumn.org

YF' institute on race & poverty
Research, Education and Advocacy
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